
The Junior League of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 

The Junior League:  Women around the world as catalysts for lasting community change. 
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67th Annual Women of the Year Event 

A gorgeous open air setting together with beautiful spring weather made this yearôs 
Women of the Year Celebration an amazing event!  On May 28, 2014, 175 guest 
enjoyed a delicious lunch and music provided by a trio from the Canton Symphony 
Orchestra as we paid tribute to this year's honorees at Gervasi Vineyard pavilion. 
 
Each year, The Junior League of Stark County presents two awards to outstanding 
female volunteers in Stark County. The Community Award recognizes a woman 
whose volunteer contributions have touched many areas of the Stark County com-
munity.  The Presidentôs Award recognizes a woman whose volunteer contributions 
have focused on a specific area: education, health and welfare, the arts or with a 
specific nonprofit affiliation. 
 
Vicky Sterling was honored with the Community Award for over 20 years of volun-
teer service to the Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement Festival serving in many 
different roles including General Chairman. This annual event draws more than 
700,000 people to Stark County and produces an economic impact of $32 million for 
the Canton/Stark County Area.  Vicky oversees 26 Canton Regional Chamber of 
Commerce committees. Her volunteer activities are not limited to the Hall of Fame. 
She is a graduate of Leadership Canton and serves on their Board of Directors.  
She is a long time member of the Women's Board of Aultman Hospital where she 
has served in various positions on the Women's Board including serving as Presi-
dent in the upcoming year.  She has offered her leadership skills and her passion 
and enthusiasm to the J.R. Coleman Center, Trillium Family Solutions, Ladies Auxil-
iary VFW Post 7490 and the Women in History Luncheon. 
 
Vicky and her husband, Todd, own Pinnacle Press. They have two children and four 
grandchildren.  Vicky's own quote sums up her commitment to her community "I live 
life to the fullest, I live by the golden rule and I share my passion with our community 
in all that I do".  The Junior League of Stark County and the community at large are 
deeply grateful to Vicky and were honored to present her with the 2013 Community 
Award.  (continued on page 14) 

Barbara Fordyce Vicky Sterling 
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Presidentôs Perspective 

Cara Beisert 
President 

Wow!  What a whirlwind year!  I hope you are as proud as I am about what we 
have accomplished in this, our 77th year.  Through our efforts to provide more 
frequent hands-on activities for our members, we were able to provide the 
services of trained volunteers to more than a dozen agencies and organizations.  
Considering our traditional projects, we saw 80% of Active and Provisional 
members give more than 310 hours of service for the Major Project at the Boys 
and Girls Club, the Provisional Project at the Alliance for Children and Families, 
and two Done In A Days which benefitted local schools.  In addition, the 
outstanding work of the Fund Development/Major Fundraiser Committee, along 
with the generosity of our supporters, resulted in revenues far surpassing our 
goals. 
 
Following the January Cottage Meetings and the associated small group 
discussions, the Strategic Planning Committee and the Executive Board were 
able to ascertain that in order to accommodate a changing membership dynamic, 
to make a larger impact in the community, and to increase member satisfaction, 
we need to adapt.  As a result, the 2014-2015 league year has been informally 
designated as a planning year.  Simply, the Major Project Committee will plan 4 
smaller scale projects while Strategic Planning considers the logistics of a large 
scale, perhaps multi-year, project to begin in 2015.   
Furthermore, we will take a hard look at the current leadership structure and 
consider modifications to management and governance that would allow us to 
become less top-heavy and more efficient. 
 
It should be evident that we have our work cut out for us in the coming year.  As 
such, I would encourage you to take a bit of time to appreciate all we were able 
to accomplish this year, and then turn your attention to the future.  Ask yourself 
what YOU can do to advance The Junior Leagueôs mission of promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and improving communities 
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  The 
membership of The Junior League of Stark County consists of smart, vibrant 
women whose collective skillset is beyond measure, and in order to make JLSC 
the best it can be, we need you. 
 
THANK YOU for your hard work, dedication, and generosity.  You are 
appreciated! 
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Over thirty League members were in attendance for our final meeting of the year 
at Shady Hollow Country Club on Tuesday, May 13th.  President Cara Beisert 
summarized our amazing year in her President's report and Sustainer Nichole 
Cardinale shared with us details of the upcoming Women of the Year celebration.  
Rosanna Fierro, chair of Leadership Placement, spoke about committee 
placements for the 2014-2015 league year and out-going Major Project chair, 
Stephanie Helline shared with us the accomplishments of this year's project with 
the Boys & Girls Club of Massillon.   
 
Many celebrations took place as well including introducing our Provisional 
members and welcoming them into active membership.  We also thanked the 
Active members who are becoming Sustainers for their years of service to the 
Junior League of Stark County.  President Beisert also introduced the 2014-2015 
leadership team.   
 
The Shooting Star Award was presented to new member Abby Schock.  This 
award was established to honor a Provisional Member who has gone above and 
beyond the call of duty.  Megan Pellegrino was given the Glimmer Award and was 
recognized as a member in a leadership role who went beyond her appointed 
leadership position and assisted and participated in various other League 
activities.  The Sparkler Award recipient was Megan Seeley.  Sparklers are active committee members who go 
that extra mile, are a positive influence, act as a trouble shooter and are enthusiastic and positive about their 
Junior League activities.  Terry Horner Photography was also honored with the Friend of the Junior League 
Award.  This is an honorarium which acknowledges those in the community who have been particularly 
influential and generous to the Junior League.  Congratulations to all of our winners! 

May GMM 

Front row ð Jenn Campbell, Kari Willoughby, Melissa Lombardi, Kristen Petrilla, Teresa Fout, Tara Beachy, Stephanie Helline and Elyse Ramirez 
de Fair 
Back row ð Cara Beisert, Megan Pellegrino, Jen Barone, Deanna Parks, Megan Seeley, Lora Harley, Sarah Lambos and Lisa Lynch 

President Cara Beisert 


