
The Junior league of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers.  It’s purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 

The Junior League:  Women around the world as catalysts for lasting community changes. 
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Women building better communities® 

Letter from the President 
 

The Junior League of Stark County is transforming. To ensure the long-term health, 
vitality and viability of the Junior League of Stark County for generations of civic leaders 
to come, we have adopted two AJLI Transformation Rollouts: Membership Model and 
Issue Based Community Impact, as well as participating in the Small League Renewal 
Plan. 
 
The new membership model focuses on transforming membership experiences for ALL 
members, Sustainers and Actives, throughout their League careers to foster lifelong 
satisfaction and engagement. We know women’s lives have changed dramatically over 
the last 80 plus years. According to research conducted in 2005 by AJLI, internal trends 
include: declining membership, eroding JL community impact, and inflexible, 
hierarchical membership structure. Externally, there is more competition with an 
explosive growth in nonprofits, increased demand for civic leaders, and an emphasis on 
women’s development.  
 
The outcome of the member transformation is that members will have more 
opportunities to develop skills and competencies through more valuable placement 
work. Each member will hold the decision making power in how much time she can 
give, her involvement and overall relationship with League. In turn, League meets her 
where she is, and provides members with multiple opportunities to make meaningful 
connections with other members and engage in more diverse stakeholder networks 
geared towards meaningful impact. The League will have the ability to drive 
organizational change and build the operations to influence culture. 
 
The Junior League Community Impact Model stimulates deeper community impact, 
creates a more engaged Junior League network around community issues, and builds 
quality learning experiences for members. This issue-based approach intentionally and 
purposefully seeks to address pressing challenges or opportunities in the community as 
opposed to episodic projects. 
 
JLSC is focusing our efforts on our new impact area within food insecurity. In a 
community where the food insecurity rate is 14.4 percent of the total population and 1 in 
4 children is hungry, this is an issue that is closely aligned with our mission and that is 
experienced throughout our entire service area of Stark County. We continue to be 
committed to training our members to assess the needs of our community and to realize 
the opportunities in which we can contribute, such as educational programs for children 
on healthy eating and preparing meals for distribution. In addition, we are collaborating 
with many partners to provide and support hot meal services, backpack programs, as 
well as increase food access in our community.  

We are women of action. We step outside of our comfort zones by overcoming 
challenges and saying yes to opportunities. We lead projects, work in direct community 
service, and award grants to junior leaders in our community. We make a difference in 
the lives of many and I am honored to serve as your President. 

       Jen Barone 
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Kids In the Kitchen 
 
The Junior League of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. (JLSC) spent this past November partnering with The 
First Tee of Canton for our 2nd Kids in the Kitchen program. The main focus of the Kids in the Kitchen 
program is to teach students how to make healthier food choices and learn basic kitchen skills.  On 
Saturdays in November, we had approximately 10 students participate in the program, three of which 
were returning students from our program this past spring.  During each session, the students formed 
small groups and visited a cooking station, a nutritional learning station, and an activity station.  After the 
session, each kid was sent home with a bag of ingredients to share what they learned with their family. 
 
The first week, we had a special guest chef, Chef/Owner of the Angry Avocado restaurant, Matt Fischer. 
Chef Matt taught the students proper knife skills and assisted with making a rainbow pasta salad.  
During the first class students were given a plain white apron that they decorated, used throughout the 
program and then took home at the end of the four weeks.  While decorating their aprons, they learned 
about My Plate and were given a handout to take home and share with their family. 
 
During week two, the students learned a fun and easy way to make an omelet in a Ziploc bag. The 
nutrition lesson for week two was on reading nutrition labels.  Each kid reviewed different nutation labels 
and decided which the best option was.  Also during week two, the students decorated paper bags for 
Compassion Delivered.   
 
Week three’s lesson focused on food safety/sanitation and “Go, Slow and Whoa” foods. The recipe for 
week three was baked chicken strips breaded with Cornflakes.  With Thanksgiving around the corner, 
each student made a gratitude jar to take home.  We asked each student to write on a slip of paper what 
they were grateful and thankful for and add to their jar. 
 
The final week’s nutrition lesson focused on “Green, Yellow and Red” foods. The recipe for week four 
was cupcake sized chicken pot pies. The students helped assemble 125 treat bags for Faith Kitchen’s 
holiday service with donated candy.  The First Tee of Canton provided each student with a cookbook to 
take home with them at the end of the program. 
 
JLSC is looking forward to partnering will The First Tee of Canton again this spring for another Kids in 
the Kitchen program and kickstarting a new program with the Massillon Salvation Army. 
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This years’ winners are Isabel Lombardi (daughter of Sustainer, 
Melissa Lombardi) and Carly Andrews.  They were each awarded 
$2,500 to use for their projects.   
 
Isabel (left) is a 5th grade student at St. Michael’s School. Her 
project “Totes of Kindness: Helping our Neighbors” involved 
collecting items for students at Allen Elementary School in Canton.   
 
Carley Andrews (right), an 11th Grader at Louisville High School, 
received $2,500 for her project “Jo’s Girls” addressing social 
aggression in 7th grade girls.   

Sustainers’ Corner 
Message from Faith Barbato, Sustainer VP & WOY Chair 

 
Time, treasurer and talent – those are the three things we can give to an organization. 
 
I want to start by thanking all the sustainers who renewed their dues again this year. By sharing 
your treasurer, you help to ensure that our legacy of developing the potential of women and 
improving our communities can be sustained for years to come.  It is my hope that you will 
continue to share your time and talent - by attending events, sharing your ideas, championing 
our efforts and volunteering with us - throughout the year. 
  
For those of you who may not know me, I became an active Junior League member in 2011. 
Although my heart was not ready, I faced the same challenge that so many sustainers before 
me have experienced, finding myself torn between the responsibilities of raising my youngest 

child and caring for an ailing parent. I changed my status to sustainer in 2017.  
 
In November of this year, I celebrated ten years as the Program Director of Community Harvest, the prepared 
rescue program of the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank. I was honored when Jen approached me to consider 
becoming your Sustainer Vice President. Upon hearing from Jen that League has transitioned to a community 
impact model focused on food security, it was hard to resist her invitation! With a food insecurity rate over 14% in 
Stark County and over 53,880 individuals facing hunger in our community each day, my heart (again) guided me.  
 
It is my hope that I can engage both Active and Sustaining members in the work being done locally to provide 
more food for the children, families, and seniors that struggle between paying bills and purchasing food. Please 
email me at fbarbato@acrfb.org if you have thoughts about volunteer opportunities surrounding food security that 
are important to you.  
 
In closing, save the date of Thursday, May 14, 2020 for the 2020 Women of the Year luncheon at the Historic 
Onesto Event Center in downtown Canton. I welcome the support of a co-chair and committee members for this 
important annual tradition as we honor two new elite women to our long-standing list of women who have made a 
lasting impact in our community.  

Junior Leaders Community  
Service Grant Winners 

 
In the fall of 2019, we honored two female students with our 6th annual Junior Leaders 
Community Service Grants.  To date, grants have been awarded to 18 girls since 2014 to 
lead projects to make a difference in the community.  These future leaders collectively have 
been able to touch the lives of people at 16 community organizations, schools or hospitals.   
 

mailto:fbarbato@acrfb.org


Quarter Auction Fundraiser 
 
On November 10, 2019, The Junior League of 
Stark County, Ohio, Inc. hosted its first Quarter 
Auction fundraiser at Santangelo’s in Massillon.  
Sixteen vendor booths participated and 
contributed over 30 baskets for our auction.  
Combined with donations from local vendors 
and friends of the Junior League, over 100 
baskets were auctioned.  The baskets were 
geared towards different interests and included 
themes such as Stark Parks and hiking, adult 
beverages, and family game night.  The 
fundraiser drew a group of approximately 60 
people and reached its goal of raising a net of 
nearly $4,000.   
 

The event took approximately two months to plan.  Positive feedback included the layout of the venue, 
the number of available breaks, and the overall organization of the event.  Things to improve upon 
included evaluating other methods of drawing the winner.  Due to the success of the event, there are 
preliminary plans to host this event again in Fall 2020 with a goal to increase 
attendance and net fundraising amount.     
 
Thank you for local companies that provided cash donations:   
Canton Drop Forge and Marathon 
 
Thank you to our Vendors who helped make this event a success: 
 

• A Lil T&C: Carolyn Bauer  • Arbonne: Stephanie Helline &  
Rae Showen 

• Color Street: Jill Shephard  • J&N Sweets: Jessica Lawrence 

• Jewelry by Sara Blaine:  
Laurie Zalac 

 • Licious Crafts & Such…:  
Chuckee Ruiz 

• Lularoe: Michelle Deibel  • Norwex: Lori Stover 

• Paparazzi: Melissa Stroup  • Perfectly Posh:  
Jennifer Zimmerman 

• Primerica Financial Services: 
Kim Wells & Jen Tapscott 

 • Sipology by Steeped Tea:  
Crystle Martin 

• Tastefully Simple:  
Jen Breyley 

 • Thirty-One: Jessica Kauth 

• Traveling Vineyard:  
Jessica Harmon 

 • Tupperware: Tina Kraner 

• Young Living: Christina Adam   
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Volunteering around the Holidays 
 
Pots and Pans drive for Pathway Caring for Children.  
Members collected and donated gently used kitchen items that 
were donated to Pathway Caring for Children and will be 
distributed to their Bridges program that serves young adults 
ages 18-21 who will be living on their own for the first time.   
 
Members served as Salvation Army bell ringers at Walgreens 
and Buehler’s in Massillon to benefit the Salvation Army.   
 
Members also helped A Community Christmas by providing 
multiple car loads of donations of clothes, toys, linens, etc.  
They were looking to serve nearly 700 families with items this 

year to help make their Christmas 
holiday a merry one.  Various 
members also volunteered as 
shopping assistants at the Stark 
County Fairgrounds on December 
18th and 19th.  We were one of about 
60 Stark County organizations that provided volunteers in some capacity for 
this annual event.   
 
We also helped to Share the Warmth on Christmas Eve at the Canton 
Salvation Army to provide desserts and serve hot meals to those less 
fortunate in our community.  This was the 5th annual event to provide meals 
and bring some holiday cheer to low-income residents in Canton and we 
were happy to be a small part of it.    



Meet the Members 
 

Jessica Green 
Active Member 

Stacy Boyles 
Active Member 

Jen Barone 
President 

Ashley Brahler 
Active Member 

Jenny Chan 
New Member 

Nicole Calabris 
New Member 

Michelle Cordova 
Active Member 

Sara Ehret 
Active Member 

Stephanie Hand-Cannane 
Active Member 

Amanda Owens  
Active Member 

Stephanie Kargel 
Treasurer 

Sarah Lambos 
Active Member 

Erica Cornet 
New Member 

Stephanie Helline 
Secretary 
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Amber Zwick  
New Member 

Beth Yoak  
President Elect 

Katlynn Walters 
Active Member 

Deanna Parks 
Active Member 

Meagan Piegols  
Active Member 

Katy Porter 
Active Member 

Rae Showen  
New Member 

Shaina Wilkins 
Active Member 

Our members are the core of JLSC and their engagement and satisfaction is 
essential to our success.  With our strong history and legacy in Stark County, 
we are at a point that we need to increase our Active membership to be able 
to sustain and ensure we can continue to serve the community for years to 
come.  It is our goal to increase membership and provide more ways for 
members to be engaged and contribute to our community.  
 
Whether you are a Sustaining member or past member that stepped back 
from an Active role in League for your career, family, or other activities that 
needed to be a primary focus, we would be honored for your to consider 
making Junior League a part of your life once again and join us to make a 
difference and serve our community together.   
 
If you know someone in the community that would be a great asset to our 
team, please reach out to secretary@jlstarkcounty.org.   

Reengaging Membership 
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• Wednesday 1/22/20:  Wine Down Wednesday Movie and Networking at Jen Barone’s 
House at 6pm 

• Saturday 2/8/20: CODE Day in Dayton, Ohio 

• Tuesday 2/11/20: GMM/Cottage Meetings—Location TBD.  Social at 6pm, Meeting at 
6:30pm 

• Tuesday 3/10/20: GMM—Location TBD.  Social at 6, Meeting at 6:30pm 

• Wednesday 3/18/20: Wine Down Wednesday Movie and Networking at Jen Barone’s 
House at 6pm 

• March Dates TBD: Kids in the Kitchen with The First Tee of Canton and The Salvation 
Army of Massillon  

• Tuesday 4/14/20: GMM—Location TBD.  Social at 6, Meeting at 6:30pm 

• Saturday, 4/18/20: Night at the Races Spring Fundraiser at Elm Ridge Party Center in 
Canal Fulton at 6pm 

• Sunday 5/3/20 :  Spring Tea at Brookside Country Club at 1pm 

• Tuesday 5/12/20:  GMM Annual Meeting—Location TBD. Social at 6pm, Meeting at 
6:30pm. 

• Thursday 5/14/20: Women of the Year Luncheon at the Historic Onesto Event Center in 
downtown Canton 

Donors Needed! 
 

The Junior League of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. is hosting two fun events this spring!  We would love to 
see you and your friends/families at these events.  
 
Our 3rd Annual Night at the Races will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 6 p.m. at Elm Ridge 
Party Center.  Join us for a night of fun, food, spirits, and friendly wagering! Open bar and a buffet 
dinner are included.  
 
Our Spring Tea will have fun activities dedicated to celebrating women of all ages!  The Spring Tea 
will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at Brookside Country Club.  
 
You can support these events by purchasing tickets, purchasing ad space or horses, being a race 
sponsor, donating items for raffle basket/silent auction items, or making a monetary donation. Please 
consider generously supporting these events. 
 
If you would like more information about the events, tickets, or to secure your donation, please 
contact Beth Yoak at 614.506.5998, byoak8@gmail.com. 


