
The Junior League of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Itôs purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 

The Junior League:  Women around the world as catalysts for lasting community change. 
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Major Project Update  

The third Pathway Prom Project activity session was held Wednesday, 
November 17

th
 at Pathway Caring for Children.  Major Project Committee 

member Bridget McConnell-Zagst was the point person for this session titled 
ñRestaurant Etiquette.ò Bridget and the committee worked with Taggarts 
Restaurant for an evening filled with great food, fun and helpful information on 
how to act in a restaurant, how to order and when and how to tip.  The youth 
also participated in an activity on how to create a place setting. Taggarts 
provided salad, soup, sandwiches and of course their famous ice cream. A big 
thank you to our friends at Taggarts, Ernie and Patty Schott and their manager/
son-in-law Doug for making the evening a big success for our youth.  
 
There were 14 Pathway youth in attendance, and 14 Junior League volunteers, 
which translates into approximately 42 volunteer hoursðduring this session 
alone. Junior League volunteers provided their talents as hostesses, servers 
and instructors; providing nuggets of helpful information about dining etiquette. 
At the conclusion of the session, the youth completed a survey and were 
entered into a drawing. The winner won a $25 gift certificate to Taggarts and a 
$10 gift card to Cinemark movies. All youth in attendance received a $5 gift card 
to Taggarts. The goal of this activity was to reduce intimidation in restaurant 
settings and to introduce the youth to the restaurant industry for possible future 
employment. 
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Left:  Jennifer Hampton, Bridget McConnell-Zagst and Jennifer Brosch worked to make the evening 
successful.  Right:  Special thanks to Ernie and Patty Schott and their son-in-law Doug of Taggerts 
Ice Cream Parlor and Restaurant for their support. 



2 

Megan Pellegrino 

Presidentôs Perspective 
I have given a lot of thought to the question, ñWhy should I support The Junior 
League of Stark County?ò  With thousands of non-profits in the county, what 
makes the Junior League worthy of your membership and financial support?  I 
believe that there are three specific things that set JLSC apart from other non-
profits. 
 

First, The Junior League of Stark County develops civic leaders.  What is a civic 
leader?  A civic leader is someone who is an active participant in their community.  
A civic leader sees a need and has the skills to fill it.  For over a hundred years, 
Junior Leagues across the country have identified problems in their communities, 
such as childhood obesity, and set out to make a difference.  Through the process 
of identifying needs, creating action plans, and carrying out the work, Junior 
League members develop the skills of a civic leader.   
 

The second unique characteristic of JLSC is that we are a womenôs organization.  
For the past 74 years, The Junior League of Stark County has provided the women 
of this community with an opportunity to become leaders.  While it is easy to see 
how this was important 74 years ago when women had fewer opportunities for 
development and often did not attend college or have a career outside of the 
home, I believe that there is still value in being a womenôs organization.  
Unfortunately, disparities between the sexes still exist, not only in the workforce, 
but also in the non-profit world as men continue to hold the majority of leadership 
positions.  In the Junior League, women are encouraged to become leaders and 
are fully supported in their efforts.  The opportunity to form bonds with other 
women is another advantage of being a womenôs organization.  Friendships are 
easily formed in an organization where the members share many of the same life 
situations, such as motherhood.  It is this camaraderie that so many members talk 
about when the look back at their service with The Junior League of Stark County. 
 

Introducing our members to the many different needs throughout the community is 
the third and final reason that makes The Junior League of Stark County unique.  
Other non-profit organizations work only in specific areas of need, such as hunger 
or affordable housing.  Instead, JLSC changes our focus area every three years.  
This flexibility allows us to constantly reevaluate community needs and to make a 
difference where the need is greatest.  Each year we partner with a different non-
profit agency and help them to create a program that will take them to next level, to 
create something that they were unable to do without the assistance and volunteer 
hours of JLSC members.  As someone who is not originally from Stark County, I 
place a high value on the fact that by being a member of JLSC I have been made 
aware of the many issues facing this community and have been fortunate enough 
to work with more than fifty non-profit agencies from all corners of the county. 
 

In a day and age when women are busier than ever, with careers, children and a 
million other things fighting for their attention, it is important to evaluate the 
characteristics that set The Junior League of Stark County apart from other non-
profits.  Thank you to our members who have shown by their membership and 
support that they too believe in the Junior League Movement.     
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Each month a member is singled out for their efforts to further the mission of The 
Junior League of Stark County.  These efforts are recognized with the Shining Star 
Award.  Holly Renninger received this award at the November General 
Membership Meeting.   

As a member of the Fund Development Committee, Holly volunteered during the 
month of October in the following ways: she took on responsibility for the Macyôs 
Shop for a Cause mini-fundraiser, she graciously agreed to share her singing 
talents as one of our contestants in the Worst Singer Contest, she worked the 
entire day at the JLSC garage sale and she helped at the Piccianoôs First Friday 
fundraiser.  Holly inspires other members not only through her many hours of 
service, but also through her desire to teach her four children the importance of 
volunteering.  Whenever possible, Holly brings her children to work days and gets 
them involved in the mission of JLSC.  For example, last year Hollyôs teenage son 
came with her to the Hammer and Nails done-in-a-day project and helped paint the 
house of a disabled single mother and her teenage daughter.  Our sincere thanks 
to Holly for continually supporting The Junior League of Stark County and for truly 
embodying our mission of promoting voluntarism! 

Novemberôs Shining Star 
 

Holly Renninger 
Novemberôs Shining Star 

Ten Junior League members arrived at 
the Hoover Historical Center on 
November 9

th
 ready to decorate!  Lisa 

Lynch lead the effort to prepare a tree for 
the Centerôs annual Holiday Open 
House, a free event that was attended by 
nearly 600 people!  The Junior League 
tree was located in the front parlor and 
was decorated in a red and white theme 
to represent Junior League colors.  The 
dozens of ornaments that members 
donated were placed on the tree and 
member Dawn Rosedale lent her bow-
tying talents to create a beautiful tree 
topper.   
 
Following the Holiday Open House, the 
decorations and a live tree were packed 
up and delivered to a single mother of a 
two year old daughter to help make their 
holidays more merry. 
 
Many thanks to the members who 
donated ornaments and to Stocks 
Draperies for the generous donation of 
the live Christmas tree! 

Christmas Tree Decorating  
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Meet Your Executive Board  

First Year Active:  2007 
Family:  Terry husband of 31 years, son Justin-27 and daughter Tiffany- 25 
Education:  Business 
Occupation:  Office Manager for Dental Office  
Favorite Quote:  ñThe secret of getting ahead is getting started.ò  Sally Berger   
Favorite Movie:  Pretty Woman    
Best part of JLSC:  Giving back to our community and helping others.   
Favorite JLSC Project:  The ñMoving Forwardò project with Stark County Family Services   
Activities/Interest:  I enjoy golf, shopping and spending time with family and friends   Cathy Williams  

Finance Council 
Vice President 

Kari Willoughby  
Training & 

Development 
Council VP 

First Year Active:  2006 
Family:  Patrick (married since July 2002); Anna Grace (6 years old) 
Education:  BS in Education from Baldwin-Wallace College; MS in Early Childhood from the State 
University of West Georgia 
Occupation:  mom; substitute teacher at the Malone University Child Development Center (I think 

thatôs the full title) ƽ 

 Favorite Thing to Do in Stark County:  lots to do!!  (run in the parks; visit the libraries; 
Starbucks; hit the North Canton Y; eat out at some many wonderful restaurants) 
Favorite JLSC Project:  Pegasus (loved being involved in such a hands-on project where itôs so 
evident the continued blessings that our project offers to the community) 
Favorite Quote:  ñFaith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not seeò 
Hebrews 11:1 
Favorite Movie:  White Christmas (I know, Iôm old & very boring) 

Eileen Ziegler  
Sustainer Council 

Vice President 

First Year Active:  1997   
Family:   Husband Paul, children Tricia (21) and AJ (20) 
Education:  Attended OSU 
Occupation:  Senior Program Manager, Junior Achievement of East Central Ohio 
Favorite Thing to Do in Stark County:  Bike ride on the towpath 
Best part of JLSC:  Best organization to be part of to learn about, and give back to, Stark County 
Favorite Quote:  ñPlan purposefully. Prepare prayerfully. Proceed positively. Pursue persistently.ò 
ï William Arthur Ward 
Activities/Interest:  Cleveland Browns football games 
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Leadership Retreat  

Each year the Leadership Team gathers at the midpoint of the league year to refresh and to learn new skills at the 
Leadership Retreat.  This yearôs Retreat was held on Sunday, November 21

st
.  The day started with a networking lunch 

at President Megan Pellegrinoôs home.  From there, members broke into three groups and were given directions and 
packets for a Road Rally.  The Road Rally took members to six stops that are significant to the 74 year history of The 
Junior League of Stark County.  The stops included: 
 

The Hoover Historical Center - Location of the 1998-99 Designer Showcase, the Major Fundraiser for the year. 
The Canton Museum of Art - Location of extensive Junior League work during the 1940ôs as well as the one-time 
location of our headquarters.  
The Habitat Women Build House - the 2005-06 Major Project in which JLSC partnered with Habitat for Humanity to 
build a home for a single mother of four boys.   
Timken High School - location of the 1950 Follies, a common fundraiser during the era. 
McKinley Presidential Library and Museum - Members on the Road Rally were able to view the Foucault Pendulum 
and the Planetarium Dome, both of which were donated by JLSC.  The Planetarium Dome was purchased as a gift to the 
community in honor of the 25

th
 Anniversary of The Junior League of Canton in 1962. 

Stadium Park - This was the setting used to represent both the Show Wagon of the 1950ôs (League members put on 
puppet performances from the wagon at Canton city parks) and Leagueôs early involvement in the medical field 
(represented by Mercy Hospital, which can be seen from Stadium Park).  
 

Following the Road Rally, members headed to DeHoff Realty to participate in two different interactive workshops.  The 
first workshop was lead by Sustainer Linda DeHoff (DeHoff Realty).  The title of the workshop was ñThe Art of Making 
the Askò and focused on steps to take in order to make a successful request for membership, funding, and/or donations.  
Some of these steps included; understanding the mission of the organization, knowing what you are asking for, and 
becoming comfortable making the request.   
 

The second workshop was ñUtilizing the Local Media to Promote League Activitiesò and was lead by Sustainer Denise 
Sautters (The Repository).  Denise discussed what the newspaper looks for when choosing article topics.  She also went 
through the process of writing a press release and timelines for submission.  This workshop reinforced the importance of 
promoting the work of JLSC in the community to increase visibility and aid with recruiting and fundraising efforts.   
 

Members walked away from the Retreat knowing each other better, knowing the history of JLSC better, and with new 

skills in fundraising and publicity.  Thanks to all those who attended and to Sustainers Linda DeHoff and Denise Sautters 

for taking time from their busy schedules to lead the workshops! 
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Christmas Gift Giving Mini Project  

For the second year in a row, the ladies of The Junior League of Stark County, Ohio, Inc. worked together to provide 
Christmas gifts for select young adults who are living independently after aging out of foster care.  Our army of 
volunteers also branched out beyond our organization, thanks to using social media like Facebook and email, to include 
friends of members.  As a result, the four young people - two young ladies, both of whom are single mothers, and two 
young men - were sure to have a very memorable Christmas.  
 
It is difficult to put an exact figure on what JLSC members, and their friends, provided for these young adults whose wish 
lists included such items as food and clothing.  So instead,  we will share a sampling of items that they received. 
 
Stephanie Jackson led the group that shopped for Tina and her nearly three year old daughter Desi.  Items purchased 
included a play kitchen set, a crock pot, food, gift certificates to Chuck-E-Cheese, clothes, games, cleaning supplies, 
towels, kitchen utensils, mixing bowls as well as other fun items.   
 
Merri and her daughter Cady will not soon forget Christmas 2010!  Merriôs ñmerryò band of elves - led by Lisa Lynch - 
bought Merri a pink retro Schwinn bicycle as well as a matching tricycle for her daughter.  On the tricycle was a ringing 
bell and on Christmas morning, there was a little white teddy bear wearing a shirt with Cadyôs name.  Other items 
provided for Merri and her daughter included sheets, a quilt and mattress pad, a tea kettle and teas, three one-month 
Sarta passes, a doll, blocks, books, a set of pots and pans, a pop up princess tent, play pots and pans, a $100 Giant 
Eagle gift card, a fleece blanket and matching stuffed animal. 
 
Rico was no doubt one of the most excited on Christmas morning!  His elf extraordinaire was Katie Miller.  The group 
who purchased for Rico was able to get everything on his list, including an Xbox 360 with Kinect and a game, clothes, 
shoes, a coat, stick vacuum and cleaning supplies, toaster, kitchen supplies, and gift cards to Wal-Mart and Acme.   
 
Michaelôs angel in action was Rosanna Fierro.  With her guiding the group of Junior League volunteers, she was able to 
secure a wide variety of items for him, including sporting gear for his favorite teams, Ohio State and the Cleveland 
Browns, as well as clothing, gloves, a throw blanket in his favorite color (purple), four action movies, lotion, a snack food 
gift basket, gift cards to Wal-Mart, Old Navy and Giant Eagle and a small pre-decorated Christmas tree. 
 
The response to this project was so great that organizer Stephanie Jackson said the following of the experience, ñAs the 
person responsible for getting all the gifts delivered, I can tell you I was overwhelmed by the generosity of our members 
and their friends. So much so that I had to make two trips AND recruit a friend with a truck.  Thank you to everyone for 
helping é. being able to coordinate this effort is a joy and seeing the look on Tinaôs face after delivering all her gifts was 
priceless é she too was overwhelmed.ò 
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Junior League Meetings and Gatherings  

November GMM  
 
The November General Membership Meeting was a luncheon held at the Canton Womanôs Club on November 9

th
.  The 

turnout was wonderful and members were treated to some surprise singing from President Elect Wendy Menegay who 
was preparing for her appearance in the finale of the My 101.7 Worst Singing Contest.     
 
 
December Social  
 
In December, forty members and guests celebrated the Holiday season with a fun and festive social at Congress Lake 
Club.  Those in attendance were able to enjoy appetizers, cocktails and the chance to mingle with friends and their 
spouses.  A special ñthank youò to member Dawn Rosedale  who coordinated and lead a bow-tying demonstration for all 
those in attendance! 

 
Provisional Class Holiday Party  
 
Members of the 2010-2011 Provisional Class and the Admissions/Provisional Committee gathered on Thursday, 
December 9

th
 for a holiday party.  Those in attendance enjoyed wonderful food and drinks as well as newly formed 

friendships.  Thank you to committee member Megan Seeley for hosting the event! 
 
 
Cottage Meetings  
 
Mark your calendars for the annual cottage meetings that will take place on Tuesday, January 11

th
.  You should have 

already received your invitations in the mail, directing you to which of the three houses you will be attending.  The 
Sustainer hostesses will tell you a little bit about their time as Active members of JLSC and you will have the opportunity 
to provide input for the 2011-2011 Strategic Plan.  It is essential that all members RSVP so that the hostesses can 
prepare accordingly.  We hope to see you there!  
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Holiday Gift Baskets for the Domestic Violence Project  
 

The Junior League of Stark County was invited to partner with BJôs Wholesale 
Club to benefit the clients of the Domestic Violence Project.  Sustainers responded 
to a call for support via our e-blast and were happy to collaborate with BJôs to help 
assemble and deliver 50 holiday gift baskets for women, boys, girls and babies. 
Domestic Violence Project, Inc., a private, non-profit organization established in 
1978, is committed to providing a strong, comprehensive safety net for the families 
in our community.   
 
It was our pleasure to partner with BJôs Wholesale Club in this effort and special 
thanks to Melinda, Director of BJôs Community Relations, for identifying the Junior 
League as a natural partner for this project benefiting the women and children of 
our Stark County community!  During a season when it seems so natural to gather 
with family and friends, what a humbling reminder of how truly blessed we are! 
 
Save the Date  
 

Please mark your calendars for Thursday, February 24
th
 11:30am - 1:30pm for the 

annual Sustainer Luncheon at the Main Street Grille in North Canton.  Invitations 
will be sent out via mail in January.   
 
Sustainer Project ï Early Childhood Resource Center  
 

Please watch your email for an invitation to sign up for more work dates for our 
Sustainer Project.  We will again be using Doodle, an online event scheduler, to 
invite you to sign up for potential project dates.  Once a proposed date has at least 
six volunteers available, we will confirm the date and notify you.  If you do not have 
an email or do not use the internet but are interested in more information, please 
contact Eileen Ziegler at (330) 323-9186.  To learn more about the project, go to 
www.ecresourcecenter.org  and click on ñSprout Learning.ò 
 
For two hours (9:00 am - 11:00 am), Sustainers gather and complete simple tasks 
like sorting, counting and lamenting materials that are then assembled into 
backpacks.  This project is simple and social for our members but lends great 
support to the agency that simply does not have the resources to commit staff time 
to the project.  The February work dates will be our third session of this year-long 
partnership.  Please consider joining us! 

Remarks from the youth ranged from ñI wouldnôt change a thingò to ñIt was amazing.ò  On a scale of one to ten, with ten 
being the highest, the average rating given by the youth for the activity session was 9.5.  This is a testament to the hard 
work Bridget and the committee put into organizing the evening. 
 
The next scheduled activity session with the youth is set for January 19, 2011. We are partnering with the Andrew 
Fulmer Dance Studio for dance lessons. The dancers joined us at the November session for a preview of what is to 
come, and the youth were noticeably interested in the dances.   
 
If you would like to participate in the project, or to contribute clothing for the Clothes Closet, please contact Stephanie 
Jackson via e-mail at whbc4stephanie@yahoo.com.  The activity sessions are scheduled for the third Wednesday of 
each month at Pathway from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. 

Major Project Update continued  

mailto:whbc4stephanie@yahoo.com
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Major Fundraiser - A Black & White Ball  
We are excited to announce that Old Carolina Barbecue Company has been selected to cater this yearôs Gala: A Black & 
White Ball!  Dinner will include a Tuscan Duo served family style with a vegetarian option available upon request.  The 
Tuscan Duo consists of orange-glazed roasted pork tenderloin, garlic rosemary breast of chicken, parmesan mashed 
potatoes, roasted corn and tomatoes, mixed greens salad with balsamic vinaigrette dressing and dinner rolls.  There will 
also be an appetizer table with artisan cheeses and crackers, citrus-boiled shrimp cocktail with tartar sauce and fire-
roasted tomato bruschetta on grilled French bread crostini.  Dessert has been graciously donated by members Jodie 
Ricks and Cara Beisert who will be providing gourmet black and white cupcakes and chocolate covered cheesecake 
pops. 
 
Tickets for A Black & White Ball are $50 per person.  Ticket prices include valet parking, an open bar, and dinner.  We 
cannot wait to see you on March 5

th
 at the Great Court of the Cultural Center of the Arts for what is sure to be a night 

that you will not soon forget! 

 

In early October, radio station My 101.7 contacted JLSC with an invitation to be one of four non-profits to participate in a 
very unique fundraiser.  The concept was a five week worst singing contest in which each of the four non-profit 
organizations would have their own night at the 356

th
 Fighter Group to participate in a sing-off for their worst singer (as 

determined by tip money).  The winner from each organization advanced to the finale during week five and went head-to-
head with the winners from the other non-profits that participated (The Domestic Violence Project, The Canton 
Symphony, and Stark County Hunger Task Force).   
 
One of the biggest benefits of the event was the publicity that JLSC received.  The contest was held on a Thursday 
evening, and each morning of the week in which JLSC participated, My 101.7 discussed The Junior League of Stark 
County on air.  On the Friday following our individual night, President Megan Pellegrino was interviewed on air and was 
able to discuss our mission and to mention our website.   
 
The five brave members who participated in the Worst Singing 
Contest were (left to right): Katie Miller; Holly Renninger; 
Treasurer, Jodie Ricks; Provisional, Lynn Kelley and President 
Elect, Wendy Menegay.  The member who received the most tips 
from our individual night was Wendy Menegay, who advanced to 
the finale on November 17

th
.  While Wendy did not win the entire 

contest (the winner was from the Stark County Hunger Task 
Force), she did a wonderful job representing JLSC and helped 
earn almost $500 in tip money that was donated to JLSC!  Our 
thanks to My 101.7 for choosing The Junior League of Stark 
County to participate in this fun and successful event and to those 
who came out to support their fellow members! 

Worst Singer Contest Results  

League News  

Birth Announcements:  
Provisional Member Katie Ash and her husband Brian welcomed son Mason Charles to their family on November 16

th
. 

Gianna Renee Genovese was born on December 16
th
, 2010 to proud parents Leslie Letner and Jim Genovese.   

 

Remembrances:  
The members of The Junior League of Stark County wish to express their sympathy to the family of Nancy Arther, 
Honorary Sustainer, who passed away on November 29, 2010.  In honor of Nancy a donation was made to the JLSC 
Endowment Fund. 
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